OLDER WOMEN AGEING SAFELY FORUMS SWEEP THE COUNTRY
Following the success of the national forum in Adelaide in October 2009, two state forums have been organised in WA and NSW, and one is in the planning stages in Victoria. 
Sydney 29 April: Two hundred people from a range of councils, police, health, aged and family violence services and a large contingent of Older Women’s Network NSW members met in the gorgeous surrounds of the Art Deco Petersham Town Hall, hosted and welcomed by the Marrickville Mayor. Sonia Laverty, Project Manager for OWN NSW, read out the message of support from the Governor General. 
In a very clear indication of the importance of the wellbeing of older women to Government, two NSW Government ministers attended the Forum.

NSW Deputy Premier and Minister of Health, Carmel Tebbutt praised OWN NSW for the quality of their work, and their passion:’ the group works tirelessly to promote the rights, dignity and wellbeing of older women’.

‘In many ways, older women who have experienced violence have the same motivations as any woman who has experienced violence. They want to be believed, to be respected and to be treated in a confidential and non-judgmental way.  And they need access to information about domestic violence and the support that is available in the community, among peers and through service providers. But above all, these women need to be heard’.

The Minister announced funding of $5,850 to the Older Women’s Network NSW to assist with the printing of educative and promotional materials for GPs. 

The NSW Minister for Women Jodi McKay also attended the Forum and said the NSW Government is working on a number of projects to ensure collaborative responses to domestic violence, and more specifically to the safety of older women.
“I know how difficult it can be for organisations like yours when there are so many issues you need to bring to Government but it is my job to be your advocate,” Ms McKay said.
Assistant Professor Jane Mears summarised the findings of the Disappearing Age, the mapping of ageing, gender and abuse by OWN NSW. Matina Mottee reported on the project work to increase identification by GPs of abuse of older female patients. Ludo McFerran spoke of the initial findings of the research into the pathways of older women into homelessness. 

Sarah Stewart from The Education Centre Against Violence (ECAV), a NSW Health Statewide service, ran a session discussing the value of cross sector training on abuse of older people and a demonstration of skills exchange with six volunteers from a range of sectors. 
To finish the morning’s deliberations, the Older Women’s Choir sang us into lunch. 
Gary Moore, Director Of Community Services, Marrickville Council, Liz Giles, Manager City of Sydney Homelessness Unit and Jackie Campisi from the Over 55s Team, spoke on the role of local government in providing support to older women and a lead in collaborative partnerships across NSW. 
A panel of speakers spoke on financial abuse of older women, ‘always get independent legal advice before agreeing to any transfers of money or property’ (Meg Small, Principal Solicitor the Aged Rights Service, NSW); on respecting the difficult life choices of older women in Indigenous communities (Christine Robinson, Aboriginal Women’s Legal Services) and the work of reducing violence against women nationally (Annie Parkinson, National Violence Against Women Advisory Council).
Elizabeth Broderick, Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner and Commissioner responsible for age discrimination spoke passionately on unlawful age discrimination against older workers and the accumulative effects of age and sex discrimination in retirement:

‘Australians are now starting to realise that – poverty in retirement for many women – does not happen suddenly.  It is the cumulative impact of the many linked incidents of discrimination that women face throughout their lifetimes.  I have started to reframe this issue as “Is poverty to be the reward for a lifetime spent caring?”’. 
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